the Birds

Bird feeders and baths are
obvious ways to attract our
fine feathered friends to
your property. However, if
you'd rather take a more
natural route, flowering
plants can work as well.
The following varieties all
produce seed that serves as
a food source for sparrows,
finches and other songbirds:

¢ Bee balm

¢ Goldenrod

e Larkspur

e Purple coneflower
e Sunflower

e Spider flower

e Aster

e Bachelor’s button
e Snapdragon

e Cockscomb

Add any of these flowering
plants to your
landscape,
> and the birds
will be singing
their gratitude
in no time!
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Grappling with Grubs

DON'T LET THEM EAT YOUR LAWN OUT FROM UNDER YOU!

Even the best-looking turf may be hiding an
unseen threat underground in the form of white
grubs. These pests make their home in the soil
where they feed on grass roots.

White grubs are the larval form of scarab beetles,
such as European chafer and Japanese beetles,
which lay their eggs in lawn soil in early summer.
Roughly two weeks later, the

eggs hatch into grubs that go

to work devouring roots

through the rest of the

summer and into the fall.

Grubs are dangerous
because they’re sneaky. You
might not even know they’re
around until damage begins
appearing. And by then
you'll have two issues to
deal with: repairing the
damaged areas, and getting
rid of the pests that caused
the damage.

SIGNS THAT GRUBS

White grubs, or scarab beetle larvae,
feed on grass roots.

the soil (like rolling up a carpet). Skunks,
raccoons and birds feed on grubs, so if you see
these animals digging in your turf, that’s also a
good sign that grubs are present.

BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY

It never hurts to perform a visual check

for grubs. By literally taking an inventory, you
can determine if action
needs to be taken against
them. To check for grubs,
just pull up a small section
of sod from your lawn. If
you find fewer than five
grubs per square foot, you
need not worry. However,
six or more grubs per
square foot will require
treatment to prevent
damage to your turf.

If treatment is necessary, it
should be applied as soon as
possible (and definitely
before damage begins to

ARE ACTIVE

If heavy populations of grubs are feeding on your

lawn’s roots, you may notice large,

irregular, brown patches of

turf that can easily

be separated from
REMEMBER...

® Grubs are sneaky because
they feed underground.

e Six or more grubs per
square foot will require
treatment.

appear). If grub activity
does lead to damaged areas, reseeding and extra
watering will likely be necessary to repair them.



POISON IVY
has three pointed,
green leaves that turn
red in the fall. It
usually grows as a
climbing vine.

POISON OAK
also has three leaves,
resembling those from

an oak tree, and
grows as a shrub.

What’s Your
Poison?

If you've ever had poison ivy, oak or
sumac, you know how irritating it can
be. Urushiol, the toxin released by
these bothersome plants, causes an
itchy, red rash that can last up to four
weeks! To avoid infection, it’s a good
idea to wear gloves, long sleeves, long
pants and enclosed footwear when
working in your garden.

POISON SUMAC
has seven to 13 leaves
per stalk and grows as a
shrub or small tree. This
plant has red veins and
produces berries.

Be careful out there!
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SUMMER LAWN FERTILIZATION? TAKE IT SLOW.

The spring surge of lawn growth is coming to an end. That makes this a good
time to apply slow-release fertilizer, especially for cool-season lawns like tall
fescue and Kentucky bluegrass. Rather than encouraging dramatic vertical
shoot growth, slow-release fertilizer will help your turf to retain its color and
health while fending off diseases this summer.

One application of slow-release fertilizer can provide your lawn with controlled
feeding for up to 10 weeks, as opposed to just 30 days with conventional fast-
release fertilizers. Plus, it will encourage a more drought-tolerant lawn, just in
time for the hot, dry weather ahead of us. Slow-release fertilizer is also more
resistant to nutrient loss through leaching (washing through the soil into the
water supply), leading to improved feeding efficiency.

Slow-release fertilizer this summer, along with regular mowing and watering, will
provide you with a greener, more resilient lawn that you’ll love coming home to!
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