
e Best Offense is a Good Defense
CRABGRASS CONTROL IS A MATTER OF PREVENTION

REMEMBER…
• Crabgrass is very

aggressive.
• Healthy lawns are less

susceptible.
• Pre-emergents can hinder

crabgrass growth.

If your lawn and landscape
plants seem greener after
a thunderstorm, it isn’t
just your imagination.
Each time lightning strikes,
nitrogen in the atmosphere
combines with either
hydrogen or oxygen to
form ammonium and
nitrate (two different
forms of nitrogen). This
nitrogen is then washed to
the ground in rainfall,
where plants absorb it
from the soil and use it for
growth. Since nitrogen is a
significant component of
chlorophyll, which causes
green pigmentation in
plants, the plants grow
greener after the storm.

It’s estimated that about
250,000 tons of nitrogen
are produced by roughly
1,800 thunderstorms
every day!

D I D Y O U
KNOW?

SPRING
E A R LY

Lightning strikes can make
plants greener!

Crabgrass just can’t take a hint. No matter how
much work we put into keeping it out of our
lawns, you can be sure that it will stage a
comeback every year. This is a very aggressive
annual weed, and just one crabgrass plant can
produce thousands of seeds in a season.

The seeds germinate in the late
spring and early summer. Once
crabgrass plants start growing,
they expand outward in circles
that can reach 12" in diameter.
The plants eventually die off in
the fall, leaving behind dead
areas in the lawn where new
crabgrass seeds are likely to
germinate again during the
next growing season.

Crabgrass can make a mess of
your lawn as it out-competes
the good grass you want to
have growing on your property.
It is lighter green in color and coarser in texture
than desirable lawn grasses, so it can seriously
detract from the uniformity of your lawn if it’s
allowed to gain a foothold.

DEFENDING YOUR LAWN
Crabgrass has a harder time getting established in
a thick, healthy lawn. In fact, lawns that are
under-watered, under-fertilized and growing

thinly provide ideal growing conditions for this
opportunistic weed. That’s why proper lawn care
practices are especially important.

Regular fertilization and sufficient watering
(1" to 1 1⁄2" per week) will encourage a denser,
more vigorous lawn that is less prone to crabgrass

invasion. Mowing the lawn
high (removing no more than
1⁄3 of the grass blade each time)
will be helpful too. This works
against crabgrass by keeping
the soil shaded (crabgrass seeds
germinate more successfully in
sunny conditions).

For an extra measure of
protection, pre-emergent
herbicides can be used to
hinder crabgrass seed
germination. By interfering
with a key enzyme during the
germination process, pre-

emergents make it much more difficult for
crabgrass plants to grow. For best results, pre-
emergents should be applied in the early spring
before crabgrass seeds start sprouting. And if
you’re planning on seeding your lawn, it’s a good
idea to wait six to eight weeks after pre-emergents
have been applied. Otherwise, they can prevent
your new grass seed from sprouting as well.

One crabgrass plant can produce
thousands of seeds per season.
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WHEN IT COMES TO PRIVACY, JUNIPER’S SUPER!
Looking for privacy, but don’t want the added expense of
installing a fence? Juniper trees may be the perfect solution.
These coniferous plants come from the Cypress family. Depending
on the species, they can be columnar to pyramidal in shape and
narrow to broad in thickness.

Juniper trees can grow up to 25' in height and work great as a
screen or hedge when planted in groups. Their wood is aromatic
and they’re very hardy, able to withstand unfavorable soil
conditions and hot, dry weather. The female (fruit-bearing)
flowers exist on one plant and male (pollen-bearing) flowers exist
on another.

Since this shrub is an evergreen, it can provide privacy in your
landscape throughout the year!

Beat the Disease
The warm, wet conditions of spring make your lawn especially
vulnerable to fungus diseases. Some are relatively harmless, while
others can destroy an entire lawn in a very short time. Fungus spores
spread on lawn mower wheels, on children’s shoes, on droplets of
water that bounce from plant to plant during rainfall or watering, or
in the wind.

If a fungus disease does appear, treatments can be applied that will
suppress its activity. The goal is to keep the disease in check long
enough for your grass to recover or for weather conditions to change.

However, it’s best to try and prevent fungus diseases from gaining
a foothold in your lawn. You can do this by keeping your turf
healthy and growing with the practices shown at right.
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Proper mowing, watering, feeding and thatch
control measures help to prevent fungus diseases.

Juniper trees are
a great choice
for a hardy,
natural screen.




